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Conference Centre Orogel – Sala 256B

EXPO 2015 - ABF & MIT
3rd Break the Barriers Workshop
“Food as a key to survive and to
improve economically”.

Program
PROGRAM

PROGRAM
14:30 - 15:00

OPENING - Authorities, Maestro Andrea Bocelli and MIT.

15:00 - 15:20
		
		

Introduction at the workshop theme: nutrition.
Eliana La Ferrara – Bocconi University, Nov. 2014 /
Nov. 2016, Vice-Rector for Research, Milan, I.

15:20 - 15:50
		
		

The scientific evidence: to measure in order to improve
impact.
Ilf Bencheikh, Deputy Director of J-PAL Europe, Paris, FR.

15:50 - 16:05
		
		

The insight in order to recognize the need and as a
push starting.
Laura Biancalani, ABF President, Lajatico, I.

16:05 - 16:20
		
		

On field experience in nutrition actions (Wheat
project, Agriculture action, HIV program, Food pack).
Gerald Beaubrun, Fondation St Luc, Haiti.

16:20 - 17:00
		

Redesign economics to redesign the world.
Prof. Muhammad Yunus, Yunus Centre, Dhaka, BD.

17:00		

CONCLUSION
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ANDREA BOCELLI FOUNDATION
ABF VISION

“I strongly believe that love does justice. And it is for this simple
reason that we are all responsible for building a better world.
Since love energizes faith, the opposite must also be true.
The amazing lives we have been gifted, offers us the privilege,
opportunity, and responsibility to give the less fortunate a better
future and opportunities.’’

ABF MISSION

The Andrea Bocelli Foundation was created to help people in
need due to illness, disability, poverty and social exclusion by
promoting and supporting national and international projects that
support the overcoming of these barriers and full self-expression.
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CHALLENGE
challenges
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ABF Break the Barriers program:
Empowering people and communities

The Break the Barrier Program stems from the desire to support
projects contributing to breaking down barriers, be they economic
or cultural, in Italy and in developing countries.
For the Andrea Bocelli Foundation, breaking down a barrier means
to be successful in the desire to offer every human being freedom
and dignity to live the life they deserve.
Give people the ability to provide for themselves by creating
opportunities for redemption in terms of economic and social
independence by acting responsibly on real needs and activating
people’s unexpressed energy.
The Foundation operates through its actions achieving real
opportunities for improvement for the people concerned,
measuring one’s actions not in terms of the sums of money
invested, but in relation to its effective contribution to people.
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ABOUT J-PAL
The Abdul Latif Jameel
Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL)
was established in 2003
as a research center at the
Economics Department at
the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology. Since then,
it has grown into a global
network of researchers who
use randomized evaluations to
answer critical policy questions
in the fight against poverty.
J-PAL’s mission is to reduce
poverty by ensuring that policy
is based on scientific evidence,
and research is translated into
action. We do this through
three main activities:
• Conducting Rigorous Impact
Evaluations: J-PAL researchers
conduct randomized
evaluations to test and improve
the effectiveness of programs
and policies aimed at reducing
poverty.
• Policy Outreach: J-PAL’s
policy group analyzes and
disseminates research results
and builds partnerships with
policymakers to ensure that
policy is driven by evidence,
and effective programs are
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scaled up.
• Capacity Building: J-PAL
equips practitioners with the
expertise to carry out their own
rigorous evaluations through
training courses and joint
research projects.
J-PAL is organized both
by regional offices and
by research themes
called Programs. J-PAL’s
headquarters is a center within
the Economics Department of
the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT), with
independent regional offices in
Africa, Europe, Latin America,
North America, South Asia, and
Southeast Asia that are hosted
by a local university. J-PAL’s
Programs include Agriculture,
Education, Environment and
Energy, Finance, Health,
Labor Markets, and Political
Economy and Governance.
These regional offices and
Programs are directed by
members of the J-PAL
Board, which is composed
of J-PAL affiliates and senior
management. However,
J-PAL’s affiliated professors

• Nonprofits (NGOs) and
governments that run the
programs that J-PAL affiliates
evaluate;
• Governments, foundations,
international development
organizations, and NGOs that
use J-PAL’s policy lessons on
what works in poverty reduction
to scale up the most costeffective programs;
• Donors that provide funding
for evaluations, scale-ups and
special initiatives, and
• Research centers that help
administer J-PAL affiliates’
randomized evaluations
and who employ the staff
associated with these
evaluations. Partners include
Innovations for Poverty
Action (IPA), Centre for
Microfinance, Center for
International Development’s
Micro-Development Initiative,
Center of Evaluation for Global

Action, Ideas 42, and the Small
Enterprise Finance Center.
The lab is named for Abdul Latif
Jameel, father of MIT alumnus
Mohammed Abdul Latif Jameel,
who supported the Poverty
Action Lab with three major
endowments in 2005, and in
2009 gave another substantial
gift of endowment support. Mr.
Mohammed Abdul Latif Jameel
is one of the member of Andrea
Bocelli Foundation Advisory
Board.

J-PAL
j-pal

set their own research agenda
and raise funds to support
their evaluations. J-PAL and its
partners are driven by a shared
belief in the power of scientific
evidence to understand what
really helps the poor, and
what does not. J-PAL’s many
partners include:
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3rd Break the Barriers Workshop
October 24th | Expo Milano 2015

“Food as a key to survive and to improve
economically”.
The workshop will point attention how it is possible to combine what
is today an urgent need to a future long-term project of a community
growth. Starting from a systemic project approach, passing through
the measurable impact of the action and arriving to the economic
development. The case history will be pointed in to the Haitian life
conditions. Social programs can be really effective with a combination
of insight and scientific evidence. The insight as the acceptation of
the understanding, the deep motivations that drive behaviors. This
kind of understanding is possible only living with population, knowing
them, speaking with them. But it is not sufficient to understand the
real effects of the social program so only a structured and scientific
evidence can measure the impact and can improve the sustainability
and the efficacy as well as an economic progress.
So the objective is to demonstrate that all are necessary:

BARRI
E
RS
barriers
· the insight in order to recognize the need and as a push starting
(projects on field);
· the scientific evidence: to measure in order to improve impact (research);
· the long-term economic sustainability to guarantee a development
based on food access for everyone concept (microcredit).
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Eliana La Ferrara

Bocconi University, Vice-Rector for Research, Milan, I.

Introduction at the
workshop theme:
nutrition.

Abstract

As an introduction to the theme of the workshop, some key facts regarding
global trends in nutrition in the developing world will be presented. The possible
underlying causes will be briefly analyzed, including the role of technology,
resource constraints, information and social norms. Finally, the benefits of
rigorous evaluations to shed light on the relative importance of the above causes
and help design effective interventions will be discussed.

Bio

Eliana La Ferrara is Professor in Economics at Bocconi University in Milan where she
is also the Fondazione Romeo ed Enrica Invernizzi Chair in Development Economics
and the Dean for Research. She is also a Fellow and Board Member of the Bureau
for Research and Economic Analysis of Development (BREAD), a Research Fellow
of the Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) and of the Innocenzo Gasparini
Institute for Economic Research (IGIER) as well as an Executive Committee Member
of the European Development Research Network (EUDN). Professor La Ferrara
holds a PhD in Economics from Harvard University (1999) and a Degree in Economic
and Social Sciences from Bocconi University (1993). Her main research fields are
Development Economics, Political Economics and Public Economics. Her research
focuses on the role of social factors in economic development. She has studied the
effects of ethnic diversity on cooperation, trust and public good provision; the role of
kin structure and inheritance norms on economic outcomes; the effects of television
on fertility preferences and marital outcomes. She has also investigated political
constraints to development, with particular focus on the causes and consequences
of violent conflict. Professor La Ferrara has published in renowned journals such as
American Economic Review, Quarterly Journal of Economics, Journal of Economic
Literature, Journal of Development Economics, and the American Economic
Journal: Applied Economics, among others. She has coordinated the Marie Curie
Initial Training Network European Projects PODER (Policy Design and Evaluation
Research) and AMID (Actors, Markets, and Institutions in Developing Countries:
A micro-empirical approach).
9

Ilf Bencheikh

Deputy Director of J-PAL Europe, Paris, FR.

The scientific
evidence: to measure
in order to improve
impact.
Abstract
In this presentation, Ilf Bencheikh will detail the importance of rigorous
impact evaluation methods to assess the true effect of nutrition programs.
Once presented the methodological challenges, he will share the results of
studies run by J-PAL researchers in the nutrition field, mostly in India and
China. The learnings that will be drawn will be about the positive impact of
well-conceived nutrition programs, but also about the right incentives to
reach behavioral change. Scientific impact evaluation is a powerful tool to
understand how people really behave and which are the best ways to help
them improve their lives.

Bio
Ilf bencheikh holds a Masters Degree in Political Studies from Paris Institute
of Political Studies and a Master Degree in International Cooperation and
Development Issues from Université Paris-I Panthéon-Sorbonne. He has
15 years of working experience in various countries (Lebanon, Vietnam,
Cambodia, Romania, France) and various types of working structures (French
Cooperation, French-speaking Universities Agency, J-PAL).
Ilf joined J-PAL in 2011 as the Deputy Director of the Europe office. He
manages the administrative structure, serves as a resource for researchers
and research teams, and helps to disseminate results to policymakers
and the media. He is in charge of the training activities in Europe and
Francophone Africa. He teaches a course on randomized impact evaluations
at Paris Institute of Political Studies.
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Laura Biancalani
ABF President, Lajatico, I.

The insight in order
to recognize the need
and as a push starting.

Abstract
The core of ABF Mission is to empower people helping them to realize their
full potential and giving them the opportunity to «write» their best stories.
We operate with two different programs: the first, Challenges is focused
on scientific and technological research and social innovation with the aim
of finding innovative solutions to help people cope with and overcome
limitations imposed by their disability and difficulties. The second: “Break
the Barriers Program” has the goal to fight poverty promoting intervention
in favor of health, education and social integration, and Measuring, as
far as possible, the effects of intervention with the objective of constant
improvement. One of the most important interventions of Break the Barrier
Program is in Haiti, one of the poorest countries in the world, among the
lowest in the rankings for childhood conditions, death rates and poverty.
First of all, our approach wants to define the real demand, through a deep
insight of the context and a thorough understanding of the needs, that will
help us to set clear goals; the second step is to develop precise actions and
a clear roadmap aimed at reaching those objectives.
We also strongly believe in measuring the results of these activities using
the data to improve outcomes. In the fight against poverty, in Developing
Countries as well as in Italy, the process could be the same one, always
focused on the human being; identifying needs, giving hope and listening are
essential, but knowledge is crucial. In Haiti, with this approach, we defined a
roadmap to support 5 communities starting with the construction of schools
that welcome about 2,550 children offering them all year round education,
food, healthcare. From schools the action then spreads to communities by
bringing water, electricity, agricultural development and dignity.
In partnership with St Luke Foundation, nutrition is the cornerstone of every

11

following action, and linked with education and community growth, can
sustain development.
«The city is a common home - in which all the elements that compose it are
organically linked; as the workshop is an organic element of the city, so is
the cathedral, school, hospital. ...a single responsibility that is connected to
common duties». Giorgio La Pira
Our method has been inspired by the thought of La Pira. From schools we
want to carry out projects that go beyond the walls of buildings and reach
the most marginalized and needy families in order to create communities. We
want to empower each community to favor its own development and wellbeing.

Bio
Laura Biancalani, President of ABF Andrea Bocelli Foundation since it
was established (2011), has also been performing activities as Head of
Institutional Activities and legal affairs at the Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio
di San Miniato (since 2005). She graduated in Law at the University of Pisa,
and took a Master Degree in Management of Cooperative and Non-Profit
Companies at the School of Business Administration of the University
L. Bocconi in Milan. In the field of nonprofit she has gained experience
for more than ten years through several co-operations with national and
international Institutions. Among the positions that she currently holds also
the role of Chief Operating Officer of PSMF, an association that carries out
micro-credit activities in the territories of Bethlehem and East Jerusalem.
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Gerald Beaubrun
Fondation St Luc, Haiti.

On field experience
in nutrition actions
(Wheat project,
Agriculture action, HIV
program, Food pack).
Abstract

As a third world country, Haiti faces a lot of challenges. Improvements must
be made in the areas of education, health care and socio-economic equality.
In 2010, the earthquake devastated much of the country’s healthcare
infrastructure. St. Luke Foundation for Haiti and the Andrea Bocelli Foundation
(ABF) have made it their mission to confront Haiti’s challenges and to save
lives through education, healthcare, and service to others. While Haiti has
seen marked reduction in child malnutrition in recent years, there is still much
progress to be made. Childhood malnutrition and food insecurity negatively
affect physical growth, immune system development, and cognitive function,
leading to long term impacts on overall health. St. Luke Foundation and ABF
work to address problems of malnutrition through meal programs in their
schools and sustainable agricultural support for local farmers. Dr. Beaubrun will
present on the foundations’ mission and his experience in the field of nutrition
action: projects based on nutrition and health action, agriculture action, HIV
treatment and prevention, and distribution of food kits for HIV patients.

Bio

Gerald Beaubrun was born and raised in Haiti and is a practicing General
Physician. He has worked at St. Luke Family Hospital as a volunteer since
August 2014. Gerald also collaborates with the three St. Luke Foundation
schools that ABF adopted on the medical insurance project and nutrition
services offered. He graduated from medical school at the Universidad Central
del Este (UCE) in the Dominican Republic. He is an experienced physician in
the field and has worked in disaster relief, mobile clinics, and hospital settings.
He worked with an NGO, Experiencia Dominicana, from 2008 to 2012 as a
Sub-director and Manager to plan, organize, and realize projects. He also
coordinated educational support for young people and collaborated with the
Sisters of Scalabrianas on a migration project for Haitian immigrants living in the
Dominican Republic.
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Muhammad Yunus
Yunus Centre, Dhaka, BD.

Redesign economics to
redesign the world.

Bio
Nobel Laureate Professor Muhammad Yunus is the father of both social
business and microcredit, the founder of Grameen Bank, and of more than 50
other companies in Bangladesh. For his constant innovation and enterprise,
the Fortune Magazine named Professor Yunus in March 2012 as “one of the
greatest entrepreneurs of our time.”
In 2006, Professor Yunus and Grameen Bank were jointly awarded Nobel
Peace Prize. Professor Muhammad Yunus is the recipient of 55 honorary
degrees from universities across 20 countries. He has received 112 awards
from 26 countries including state honours from 10 countries. He is one of
only seven individuals to have received the Nobel Peace Prize, the United
States Presidential Medal of Freedom and the United States Congressional
Gold Medal. Other notable awards include the Ramon Magsaysay Award
(1984), World Food Prize (1998), The Prince of Asturias Award for Concord
(1998), Sydney Peace Prize (1998) and the Seoul Peace Prize (2006).
In Bangladesh he got President’s Award in 1978 for introducing an innovative
organisation in agriculture. He was awarded the Independence Day Award
in 1987, by the President of Bangladesh for the outstanding contribution in
rural development. This is the highest civilian national award of Bangladesh.
Professor Yunus was chosen by Wharton School of Business as one of ‘The
25 Most influential Business Persons of the Past 25 Years’. AsiaWeek (Hong
Kong) selected him as one of ‘Twenty Great Asians (1975-1995).” Ananda
Bazaar Patrika (India) selected Professor Yunus as one of “Ten Great Bengalis
of the Century (1900-1999).”
In 2006, Time Magazine listed Professor Yunus under “60 years of Asian
Heroes” as one the top 12 business leaders. In 2008, in an open online poll,
Yunus was voted the 2nd topmost intellectual person in the world on the list
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of Top 100 Public Intellectuals by Prospect Magazine (UK) and Foreign Policy
(United States). In 2010, The New Statesman (UK) listed him as one of “The
World’s 50 Most Influential Figures”.
Professor Yunus has appeared on The Oprah Winfrey Show, The Daily Show
with Jon Stewart, Colbert Report, Real Time with Bill Maher, Hardtalk on BBC
and The Simpsons. Financial Times chose Professor Muhammed Yunus as
one of six Finance Pioneers. In the March 31, 2015 issue in an article entitled
“Business Pioneers in Finance” Professor Yunus has been placed alongside
Warren Buffett, Amadeo Giannini, Henry Kravis, J.P Morgan, and Mayer
Amschel Rothschild as greatest business finance pioneers of all time. He has
appeared on the cover of Time Magazine, Newsweek and Forbes Magazine.

Headquarter: Via Volterrana 49, Lajatico (Pisa) Italy
Mail: info@andreabocellifoundation.org - Tel: +39 0587.643353
www.andreabocellifoundation.org - www.abfmit.com

