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Why a Foundation?
“It is for faith in love and in justice that 
we are called upon to build a better 
world than the one we have found, called 
upon to give back to the world all of the 
good that we have received”: with the 
words of our founder, with this belief 
the Andrea Bocelli Foundation intends 
to work because of our interventions,  
individuals and communities can express 
themselves to the utmost of their 

possibilities, exceeding their own limits. 
Uniting strength is the winning slogan of 
such an enthralling project: being able 
to provide our neighbours with concrete 
help, conquering the priceless privilege of 
being useful, in the certainty of the quality 
of each form of intervention. 

Vision
“I strongly believe that love 
does justice. And it is for 
this simple reason that 
we are all responsible for 
building a better world. 
Since love energizes faith, 
the opposite must also be 

true. The amazing lives we 
have been gifted, offers us 
the privilege, opportunity, 
and responsibility to give 
the less fortunate a better 
future and opportunities.” 
Andrea Bocelli.

Mission
The Andrea Bocelli Foundation was 
created to help people in need due to 
illness, poverty and social exclusion by 
promoting and supporting national and 
international projects that support the 
overcoming of these barriers and full self-

expression.
The Foundation works to ensure that each 
person and each community can express 
themselves to the best of its abilities 
beyond their limits.
 

2



Courage           the courage of believing in small or big 
                  changes 

Care    about people around us

Concreteness  working for giving real solutions to the 
     problems

Competence          work is done professionally and with 
     responsibility

Cooperation           Enable positive relationships between 
      donor/foundation and foundation/
                                beneficiary, converging needs and will 
      together.

Our values:
the 5 C’s

“The city is a common home - in which all the elements that compose it are organically 
linked; as the workshop is an organic element of the city, so it is the cathedral, school, 
hospital. All part of this common home. Thus, there is a unique pastry, a unique yeast, a 
unique responsibility that is connected to the common duties. “

Giorgio La Pira

Inspiring by
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Challenges

Break the Barriers

The Challenges program operates within the area of scientific and technological 
research and social innovation, accepting major challenges in terms of both 
investments and results to be achieved in the willingness to allow anyone who 
experiences economic or social difficulties to express themselves.

The Break the Barriers Program stems 
from the desire to support projects 
contributing to breaking down barriers, 
be they economic or cultural, in Italy and 
in Developing Countries. For the Andrea 
Bocelli Foundation, breaking down a 
barrier means to be successful in the 
desire to offer every human being freedom 
and dignity to live the life they deserve.
Give people the ability to provide for 
themselves by creating opportunities 
for redemption in terms of economic 
and social independence by acting 
responsibly on real needs and activating 
people’s unexpressed energy.

Area programs
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A wearable system to improve situational 
awareness for visually impaired people is 
designed. The system includes a camera, 
lidar sensors, an embedded computer, 
a belt with embedded vibration motors 
that provide vibration feedback when 
an obstacle is detected in the direction 
pointed to by the sensor, and a tactile 
Braille interface. A low power vision 
processor has been also designed to 
miniaturize the system and improve energy 
efficiency.
This system distinguishes walkable free 
space from obstacles and identifies a 
few important types of objects such as 
the location of a chair, or the distance 
to a stairway. These descriptions of the 
surroundings are communicated to the 
person wearing the device and translated 

into safe navigation directions. With an 
energy-efficient computer vision processor 
we wish to make this work available for 
everyday life.

MIT - Fifth Sense 
Project | CSAIL, EECS, MIT

Safety Navigation for Visually Impaired Users
Prof. Daniela Rus, 
Dr. Hsueh-Cheng Nick Wang, Robert Katzschmann, Brandon Araki, Jordan Allspaw, 
Rahul Kumar Namdev, Dr. Santani Teng.

Low-power 3-D Vision Processor for a Navigation Device for the Visually 
Impaired
Prof. Anantha Chandrakasan, 
Dr. Dongsuk Jeon, Dr. Nathan Ickes, and Priyanka Raina.

Industrial Design of the wearable systems and Tests
Grace Teo, Nicole Jimenez, Paul Parravano.

ABF Scientific Coordinator
Prof. Laura Giarrè (ABF, Università di Palermo).
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GOAL
Development of a system which 
proposes the creation of new situational 
awareness algorithms of perception 
aimed at:

· Identification of “safe” walking terrain
· Recognition of nearby people
· Detection and decoding of 
  environmental text

Design of a new, scalable type of tactile 
element for high resolution displays.
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Man- portable 
system: body- 
worn system that 
produces a metrical 
map of an indoor 
region automatically 
as the user moves 
through the 
environment.

Accomplishments to date
SAFE NAVIGATION

Real- time classification of the safe walking 
surface in front of the user:

· Safe walking terrain
· Detection of a drop- offs
· Ascents
· Obstacles
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Implementation of a prototype real- time person detection and identification method 
which relies on training from a database of previously supplied facial images.

Examination of the social cost of wearable devices.

Accomplishments to date
PERSON IDENTIFICATION
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Detection and decoding of environmental 
text from a man- portable sensor suite. 
The novelty of the method is that it exploits 
efficient SLAM (simultaneous localization 
and mapping) techniques to:

• Process the surroundings as a series of 
  small “tiles”, inspecting each tile in priority 
  order for the presence of text.
• Each tile is recorded in a persistent 3D 
  coordinate frame; thus, a tile that has 
  been inspected at some earlier time need 
  not be inspected again.

Accomplishments to date
IDENTIFICATION AND 
TEXT SPOTTING
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Fill in the white space

university company

Research/
technology that 
can benefit those 
who suffer from 
conditions that have 
smaller populations 
who may not 
receive the attention 
they deserve.

Evolution

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

AB.VLab (Andrea Bocelli Vision Laboratory) is a joint laboratory between the University 
and the Andrea Bocelli Foundation which aims at the determination of innovative 
biotechnological solutions to help people with visual disabilities to face, overcome and 
break down the limits set by their personal or social environment.

AB.VLab Biotechnology
Challenges 

program

Health ICT
Cyber Sigth 
Sense

MIT Fifth Sense Project

Challenges workshops

Retinal 
Prosthesis

Neuropsycology
blind people
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Cyber Sigth 
Sense

Retinal 
Prosthesis

Multistakeholder
approach

The mission is to determine, identify, 
provide, implement, promote and apply 
innovative research in the field of ICT, 

biotechnology and medicine, for the 
development of solutions to the problem 
of visual impairment.
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PROMOTING RESEARCH 
FOR THE BENEFIT OF 
HUMANKIND.

www.andreabocellifoundation.org

Headquarter: Via Volterrana 49, Lajatico (Pisa) Italia
Mail: info@andreabocellifoundation.org - Ph: +39 0587.643353
www.andreabocellifoundation.org

EURO DONATION
Beneficiary Account Name: Fondazione Andrea Bocelli
Beneficiary Account Number (IBAN): IT53K0523271030000010016699
Beneficiary’s Bank: Banca Popolare di Lajatico - Agenzia di Lajatico, via Guelfi 2 - Lajatico (Pisa) - Italy
BIC CODE: BLJAIT3L

USD DONATION
Beneficiary Account Name: Fondazione Andrea Bocelli
Beneficiary Account Number: IT05B0523271030CV1001669001
Beneficiary’s Bank: Banca Popolare di Lajatico
BIC CODE: BLJAIT3L
Intermediary Bank: Banca Popolare di Sondrio
BIC CODE: POSOIT22
Correspondent Bank: JP Morgan Chase Bank Na - New York
BIC CODE: CHASUS33


